Rose Petit Home for Orphans

Our first newspaper encounter with Mrs. Rose Petit and Mrs. Benoit was in
1896. They were caring for 18 orphans at the already established French American
Orphanage on Greendale Ave located in the Greendale area of N. Worcester. The
orphanage was supported by the Baptist Church community in Worcester, Ma.

In January 1902 Mrs. Rose Petit, governess of the home, moved the orphans
to a new home on Hermitage Lane. Unfortunately, on February 2, 1902, the
building was destroyed by fire. Even with the heroic efforts to get everyone young
and old to safety two orphans lost their lives. A temporary home was set up on
Channing St. In November 1903 she was serving 18 charges at her Rose Petit
Home for Orphans at 121 Orient Street, Worcester where she continued her work
for many more years.

Mrs. Rose Petit died at her home in Millbury, Ma. On Nov. 5, 1938



BEWED FOR ORPHAXAGE

About 5 ladies of the Firsi Bayutist
Church gathered at cthe parlors Thurslay
morning and afternoon 1o =ew for the
French-American Orphanage at GCGreen-
dale. Mrs. Benolt. who, with Mrs Pettat,
cares for the 18 orphans mow in 1he home,

Wae present to overses the work

Four churches are now Intereste.]l in the
welfare of {his nstitutlon, the Firs: BRap-
lmt and lLincom Square Bappist of Wor-
cester and the People's Churih and Bap-
tist Church of lr"Fn'!!]lI!‘

The children now n i home= are of all
ages, from 1 to 12 vears; 8 are atiending
s-hool

1896-12-05 2
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LIITLE ONES PERISHED,

Woaorcester, Masa , Feh 21 —Vera and
Charler ILouen, 8 nnd 4 )jears, re

spectively, were bormed to death at 2
o'clock this morning in a fire which de- '

atroyed the Rose Petit orphanage in
thiscity. A gepernlalarmu was sounded
at 1'40 and the firemen arrived in time
to rescue, with the aid of AMrs. Petit,
eight clhildren from the bullding. Mrs,
Petit was burued about the face and
hands during her effort to save the

little ones. The fire atarted irom the

furnace, and catching in an air shaft,
went to the second fioor of the building

where the cluldren were asleep. ‘The:

property lossis heavy.

1902-02-21
Fitchburg Sentinel

FATAL FIRE AT WORCESTER.

Twe Children Burned in the Reae Petit
Freuch Orphannge.

The* Rose Petit French orphanage at
Greendale, a suburb of Worcester, was
burned this morning at 1.45 o’clock. Charles

Louen, aged three years, aml Vera Louen,
four years, were suffocated- in the second
story of the house, and the bodles were re-
covered.

1902-02-21 3
Springfield_Republican

WO [:HILIIREN DEAD,

':Suffocated m a Fire at
Wc-rcester.

In the Rose Petlt French
Orphanage.

Inshtntmn Destroyed Thls
e Mormng

: \‘FOPCE\TER Feo. ‘.'! 190" ‘The Rosa
'Pem: French orphanage was burped
this morning at 1:45 ¢'clock. Two chil-
dren  were suf!ocated in the second
story. Their bodies were recovered.

The dead:

" CHARLES LOLE\ ‘aged 3 years.

VERA LOUEN, { years.

A Zeneral alarm was sounded at 1:46
‘and the firemen atrived in time 1o ves-
cue, with the ald of Mrs. Petit, eight
<hildren from the bullding. Mrs. Petit
was bumed about the face and hands
during heér effort 1o save the little ones.
. The fire started from the furnace, and,
catching ia an alr shafi, went to the
~second floor ‘of the bnﬂdmg where the
children were asleep.  The puilding was
owned by Frank M. Horne ]

1902-02-21 3
Boston_Herald







TWO CHILDREN
DEATH IN AN

Firg at the Rose Petit Home on Hermitage

Lane Early

This Mornine Caused a Brother and Sister
To Lose Their Lives

VARIEUX LOUEN AND CHARLES LOUEN VICTIMS

The Rose Petit Orphanage, on Her-
mitage Lane, to which place i(l\lus
moved from Greendale about two
months ago, was destroyed by fire at
1.3 o'clock this morping and two of
the were  baing
cared for at

the

Hitle wha

orphans
institution lost thelr
They
and her little
three
the

the

lives In biaze. are Varieux
Louen,
brother, (harles

old. A third

five years old,

Louen, years

member of orphan
family, tvo-yesrs uifl, was saved from

the flames, and the following Httle in-

mates also escaped with their lives:
Joseph Benoit, [sadar Ben .\'an]enn‘
Benoit, Pauline Mill, Fthel Mill Irnj
Mill and Elmer Coss.

Mrs. Rose Petit. matron of the or- |
phanage .a colored woman,

Martha Birch of Providence, and - a

nemed | o their way through a flue

! hastened to her telephone and sent

word of the fire to headquarters.

Engine 3 was hurried to the fire, and
then alarms were rung in from Box T
and Box 146. and when the apparatus
reached the scene of the fire, the fire-
men found the bullding blaging flercely
inside. The entire interior of the build-
ing was & mass of flames, and in them
were the bodies of the two little or-
phans, who were dlscovered about 2.46
o'clock.

Malwhite was awakened from his
sleep by the sound of the burning wood
and when he discovered the home was
on fire he shouted and aroused Mrs.
Petit and the attendant. In & very
few minutes the fiames which had eat-
were

spreading into all parts of the house.

cripple named Arthur Malwhite, who Mrs. Petit and her aesistant worked
|

asgisted in caring for the home

es- | herofeally to rescue the litt!» inmates

caped but they were badly burnéed. es- | and were severely burned in doing so.

pecially  Mrs. burned

about the face

Petit,

and forehead in her ef-

who was

forts to save her little charges
The fire started the

in cellar, prob-
abiy from a lighted lamp which was
kept there, and it was discovered at al-
Malwhite

and Mrs, A. H. Sampson who lives at

most the same mognent by
48 Channing Street. Mre, Sampson was
in bed when she was awakened by the
sound of wood cracking “as it does
when burning. The orphanage is only
& few feet from her bedroom window
and as she sat yp In bed to see what
was the trouble she saw the flames
he

and

8

bursting from the cellar window,
immediately =sprang from bed

There was no tims to get clothing or

anything eise.

The fire spread in a twinkling and
Mrs, Petit thought she had ail the
children out, when little Varieux Louen
discoversd that Lree-year-old
brother Charles misaing. She
darted back into the house before re-
straining hands could be put on her,

her
WaSs

and that was the last seen of her until
her dead body was found by the fire-
men curled up by the gide of

brother she had tried to save. They
were locked in each other's arms,

showing that the little hergine had
found her brother, but could not get
him t6 safety and perished with him.

the

The_children were found by the fire-
men curled up in each other's arms on
the floor of the room they slept in. The
boy apparently had found his way as
the door apnd at thai point
brother and sister met. thelr
bodies the fre WAy
through the Aoor and both bodies were
badly burned.

To The Spy man Mra. Petit said she
was awakened by the cries of Malwhite

far as
Under

had eaten Its

and she ran about the house waking
the children. She awakened Varleaux
:nnd got the chlld as far as the door
when she turned back in quest of her
Bhe says she does not know
| how the fire started but thinks It must
have béen get by someone. She is pos-
itive it did not start from a lamp.

Malwhite told The Spy man he was
in the cellar watching the fire in - the
furnace the flames
soread to the walls and ate a hole
throurh the floor. Being a cripple, he
savs he could not ring the alarm.

When the bodies of the children were
iocated by the firemen, tiey were lift-
ed out of one of the windows and
placed in the police wagon. The bodies
were taken to the rooms of Benjamin
'Bernslmm. the Swedish undertaker, on
Thomas Street.

The condition of the streets was bad
and It was next to impossible for the
apparatus to make anything llke the
time expected in good weather, ‘The
house ix a total wreek. Mra Petit and
the eight children saved were cared for
in the house adjoining on Hermitage
Lane.

brother.

when - suddenly

1902-02-21_1 Worcester Daily Spy



Vclolhlng for the children.

TEMPORARY QUARTERS .
FOR MRS. PETIT'S CHARGES

Mrs. Ross Petit, matron of the
French- American Orphanage, has en-
tirely recovered from the effects of the
fire at the Orphanage Friday, and said
vesterday at no time swas she ill or
hysterical, despite the reports given
out by friends, to the effect ghe was
bordering on nervous prostration. She
ia still in :he nelghbarhoad of the fire
and her friends at 48 Channing Street
are willing that any donations of food,
clothing, fusi or any articles be sent
there, Herbert D, Gough of 22 Wind-
gsor Street has offered Mrs. Petit the
uge of hig oottage #t 47 Channing
Street until such time as another home
can be provided. The orphans are
being eared for at the homes of per-
sons living in the vicinity,

1902-02-23_12
Worcester Daily Spy

METIUW Bde & il OlUITTL DUFmriivresw o

3 pm.

-gThe Sterling Aild Society of Grac
Church will meet, tomorrow afternoor
with Mrs. Charity Patterson, 1 Aus
tin Place. Supper will be served a
6.330 o'rlock and will be followed by .
social evening.

—The Loyal Women .of America;
Liberty will meet, this afternoon, a
Mrs. Rose Petit's orphanage to mak

—A dead af releass for dJdamage
1902-05-07_3
Worcester Daily Spy

FRIENDS RESPOND TO
THE CALL FOR HELP

Friends of the Rose Petit Orphans’
Home have received much valuable as-
sistance in their endeavors to re-estab-
ushkthe h!gm: mt was burned out last
week. esterday generous response
to solicitation was received from fur-

Aid for the home will be
ceived at 488 Channing

1902-02-25_4
Worcester Daily Spy
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their death™ = - . -
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HER CONDITION
1S PRECARIOUS

Mrs. Rose Petit, Governess of the
French-American Orphanage,
Affected by Death of Her Two
Young Wards

BODIES OF LITTLE ONES
T0 BE SHIPPED TO BOSTON

Chief Vaughn andAid to StateFire
Marshal Molt Visit Scene of
Conflagration and Discover
the Probable Cause of the

Fire

Mrs. Rose Petit, governess of the
French-American Orphanage, on Her-
mitage Lane, that was badly gutted by
fire yesterday morning was in a preca-
rious conditlon yesterday morning: be-
cause of the death of her two young
wards, the Louen children.

At intervals Mrs. Petit had violent
fits of hysteria. She would have been
removed to the City Hospital yester-
day afternoon had her condition per-
mitted. The bodies of Charles I:men
and his heroic five-year-old ster,
were taken to Boston yesterday after-
noon by the mother of the children
who suffered badly from the shock.

She knew nothing of the terrible

S Arthur Malholt,
the who saw the fire start. Mal-

of the furnage to deaden the effect of
the heat and it is now thought the re-
moval of the sand exposed the wood
work which was set afire.

The building is completely gutted in-
glde. The dormitory where the chil-
dren slept is as badly burned as any
portion of the house. On all sides yea-
terday much praise was heard for Mes.
Petit who worked herolcally to save

ber wards.

The eight children saved from the
fire were cared for yesterday by nd-h-‘
bors. Three of the children were taken
to the home of H. F. A, Lange on
Channing Street where they were cared

far.

1902-02-22 1
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FINDINGS ON
REGENT DEATHS

Judge Utley Hands Down Decis-
ions of the Caucuses That Led

i fo the Violent Deaths of Sev-
eral Persons

MOST FATAL ACCIDENTS
RESULT OF VICTIM'S ACTS

The Death of James J. Murphy on
November 4 Attributed Largely
to Improper Construction of
Piazza on Mechanic Street
House

Judxe Utley, yesterday, handed down
his decisions in- Inguests -held before
him Feb. 28. Ameng the decislons are
those on the deaths of Mrs Nora Shea
and her child. Gertrude, on the Louen
children burned to death in the fire at
the French Orohanage Feb. 21 and on|
the death of James J. Murphy, whu‘
was killed as the result of a fall from
a plazza at his home on Mechanie
Btreet. Nov. 4

In hiwx decision on the death of liur-‘

phy, Judge Utley says, ‘It appears the
piszza was imoproperly coastructed in
that it was not sufficiently nailed and
| had become weak from age. The bulld-
| ing was owned by Mrs, Thomas Dan-
(iels. The representatives of the de-
ceased hava seeured counsel. Murphy
was 44 vedrs old at the time of his
death. On Nov, 11 of last vear he was
on the plazza and when he leaned on
the raillng it gave wav and he fell to
the zround. sustalning injuries which
caused his death.

On the death of Mrs, Shea and her
baby daukhter, Gertle, who died as a
result of burns sustained at the family
home on Charles Street, Feb, 15, Judge
Utler finds that “Norah Sheg. aged 39.
and Gertrode Shen. aged 16 montha.
died as the result of burns
from a lamp dropbed and broken bv
house where

)
3 10-1

1902-03-1

CITY MISSION BOARD )
UPHOLDS THE PASTOR

Opposition to the Minister Is Said
to Be Led by Mrs. Josephine
Petit Because of Mr. St. James’
Activity in Investigating Green-
dale Orphanage

There is dissension among the mem-
‘bers of the French Baptist Mission on
Beacon Stregt. The cause of the
trouble is the dissatisfaction of a cer-
tain element with the pastor,, Rev.
Arthur 8t. James,

This mission is supported almost
wholly by the Baptist City Mission
Board, which in its turn is under the
Baptist Home Missionary Soclety,
Bome time ago a petition asking for
a change of pasior was presented to
the miselon board. It was signed by
% persons. No specific reasons were
Elven why they wished to get rid of
Mr. 8t. James.
m’l;fe nul;;'r ‘was referred to the com-

ce e
= Hd; ench work—fRev. Dr. John

tioners had been giv hear!

the hearing it wn‘l-::t:l that nl‘..r !‘:

g it Jupil Ao
mplies, was al

they could l? for I.Ilﬂrl e

committeé | ted the matter
thoroughly and could mot
the charge of against Mr. St

ames.

At the last mesting of the board the
commitiee reported against the peti-
tonersand the board voted unentmous-
Iy 0 sustain Mr. 5t. James. Now the

members -lu"

Presbyterlan Church en |
| Kilby Strect as a house of worshlp.

| A reporter for The Spy wae given to
| understand last night that there are
two things responsible for the whole
@rouble.  One is the opposition of Mra.
Josephine Petit to Mr. St. James. Mrs.
Petit, with her sister, Mrs. Rese Petit,
Wwhose orpbanage was recently burped,
formerly had an orphanage at Green-
dale.  They sollcited funds principally
among Baptists and a report got
abroad that it was a Baptist institution
backed by she church organization.
The Baptist Clty Mission Board, while |
Anding no fault with the orphanage,
thought it right fo deny any connec-
tien with it which was done through
the Watchman. St James was active
in 3‘“ Investigation of the

at the tme. Since *hen Mra. Je ine
l;'tlll has been hostile to hlmmﬂhllly

the were
:nd I;nhn:.w That the discontented
nes represent the Influential
part of the membership. e

The other thing that has militated
Againet Mr. St. James was the good
Impression that a man who preached |*
8t the church some two years ago
made upon some people.  Hix intim-
acy with the city has been kept up
through a friendship with the daugh-
ter of the church organist and & num-
ber of the congregation would like to
se¢ him pastor of the church.

The Baptist City Mission Board thor-
oughly uphalds Mr, St. James. He Mas
basn in the employ of the board more
than nine ysars and has proved himself
efMicient. Besides the Reacon Street |*
Church he has charge of ‘the Oak Hi|
Misslon. Recently he determined  to
1ife the mortgrge on the two m)
|amounting to about $2600, and has al-
|ready ralsed a good part of it through
|hlu personal exertions. In fact the
|Sunday that the petitlon asking for
(hin removal was eirculated he was in
| Southbridge trying to raise money for
|the church. °
| Mr, 8t James has had a number of
|calls to other churches since he has
(been here but the Misslon board has
ever Insisted that he should stay.
His reputation as a worker among the
French population is not confined to
‘Worcester but is well known in home
missionary  clrcles  throughout the

1902-04-01_6
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INQUEST DAY IN
THE DISTRICT COURT

Mrs. Rose Petit, matron of the
French-American Orphanage on Her-
mitage Lane appeared at the inquest
on the deaths of hér two little wards
held in the Central District Court yes-
terday morning. Mrs. Petli told the
gtory of the fire and the rescue of her
other wards to Judge Utley and was
complimented by him for the bravery
and fortitude she showed in saving ke
lives of the little ones.

Alfred Malholt, the aged cripple who
tends the bollers and saw the origin of
the fire also testified.

1902-03-01_12
Worcester Daily Spy

LOYAL WOMEN PLAN
FOR FUTURE EVENTS

The L. W. A. L. met vesterday af-
fernoon with Miss A. E. Sampson, 11
fover Street. A business meeting was
leld at which plans were made for the
rational convention of the Ileague
which is to be held here June § and 7.
Wednesday the league will meet at the
lome of Mrs. Rose Petit to sew for
the orphans in her charge. A tea
neeting will be held Thursday, May 15,
£t the home of Mrs. Annle Crosby, 271
falisbury Street.

1902-06-06
Worcester Daily Spy
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SALE FOR ORPHANS’ HOME
HAS TO MEET COMPETITION

A rummage is being held in the store
at 185 Front Street for the benefit of
the Rose Petit Home for Orphans. The
sale is in charge pf the matron of the
home, Miss Rose Petit, and she is as-
gisted by many of the orphans. The
home has 18 inmates at present, and it
lopks as though there will be hard t'mes
ahead of the institution this winter, ow-
ing

1902-11-12_7
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ROSE PETIT HOME SEEKS
AID FOR CHRISTMAS

An afternoon tea was given yester-
day afterncon at the HReose Petit or-|

next one which will be early In the
new year, It 8 hoped there will be
many present. There are at present 23
~children in the home and ppesents of
money, clothing or toys for the ehii-
dren's Christmas tree will be glad

accepted at the home. Beveral of
stores of the city have promised toys
and clothing for the tree which will be |
w;tun’mmmm-
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With the exception of JI50.

i —Mrs. Nellle E. Sweet, first vice pres-
ident of the W. C. T. U., eccupled the
chair at the regular meeting in the ab-
sence of president.  The meeting of
members to sew for the falr is post-
poned until after Thg.nhg‘lrlnx.

—Another two days’ rummags sale

Btarted yesterday morning at 3 Trum-
bull Square. Mrs. Rose Petit, founder
of the Rose Petit home on Orient
Street is in charge.

T Tran mrtwam 1TPead Y™ TIFhiéa

1903-11-14
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LOYAL WOMEN ELECT
OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR

The Loval Women of American Liberty
met yesterday evening at the home of
Mre, F. (. Carroll, 13 Sever Strect. Of-
ficers were elected and work out
for the ensuing year. The officers are:
President, Mrs. Elia Brooks; first viee
president, Mrs. J. B. Garrett: sacond
vice president, Mrx. Annie Crosby; re-
cording secrtary. Mrs. 8. E. French:
| treasurer, Mrs. F. C. Carroll. The finas-
| eial secretary will be elected at some
later meeting. Varioua committees wers
appointed to look out for the work or the
soclety. The women of the soclety will|
have a sewing social at the Rose Petit|
Home, 46 Channing Street, Jan. 15. Tea
was served In the evening by Mrs Car-
roll

1902-05-02_1
Worcester Daily Spy

—The Loyal Women .of American
Liberty will meet, this afternoon, at
Mrs. Rose Petit's orphanage to make
clothing for the children.

1902-05-07_3
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Founder of Former Worces-
ter Orphanage Was a Na-
five of Canada

MILLBURY. Nov. 5—Mrs. Rose
Petit died this morning at her
Jhome, 650 Millhury avenue. She
‘was born in Montreal, Canada,
daughter of Bazille and Apauline
(Challes) Roy, came to this coun-
try fifty years ago and had lived|
in this town for the past ten!
years., f

Mrs Petit was the founder of:
the old Rose Petit Home for Or-,
phans, formerly at 121  Orlent,
street, Worcester, and she oper-
ated it for many years. |

She is survived by a daughter,
Mrs. Eben Blanchard of this town:
four sons, Nelson L. Harper of
Upton, John B. Benoit of Secattle,
Wash., Joseph A, Benolt of Wash-|
ington, D C, and John N, Benoit
of New York, I. Y ; two sisters,
1Mrs, Ada Desmarals and Mrs |
iChnrlotlc Raciot' of Montreal, 20,
jgrandchildren and  three grcat-‘
grandchildren, |
" Funeral services will be held in'
‘her late home, Tucsday morning at!
11l o'clock. Rev. Hamilton Chap-/
man and Rev. Marcelle Bonard,
will officiate and Interment will'
be in Spring Grove Cemetery, An-
‘dover, ‘
; < U— ‘
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