
Rose Petit Home for Orphans 

 

Our first newspaper encounter with Mrs. Rose Petit and Mrs. Benoit was in 

1896. They were caring for 18 orphans at the already established French American 

Orphanage on Greendale Ave located in the Greendale area of N. Worcester. The 

orphanage was supported by the Baptist Church community in Worcester, Ma.  

 

 In January 1902 Mrs. Rose Petit, governess of the home, moved the orphans 

to a new home on Hermitage Lane. Unfortunately, on February 2, 1902, the 

building was destroyed by fire. Even with the heroic efforts to get everyone young 

and old to safety two orphans lost their lives. A temporary home was set up on 

Channing St. In November 1903 she was serving 18 charges at her Rose Petit 

Home for Orphans at 121 Orient Street, Worcester where she continued her work 

for many more years. 

 

 Mrs. Rose Petit died at her home in Millbury, Ma. On Nov. 5, 1938 
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