Sisters of Mercy St. Paul’s Orphanage  St. Gabriel’s Orphanage.

In 1875 with the efforts of Rev. Bishop O’Reilly the St. Paul’s Orphanage
was build. The ‘Sisters of Mercy’ were put in charge of the newly opened Catholic
Orphan Asylum located at 34 High Street with adjoining buildings between High
St. and Houchin Ave. It took on many names during the late 1800s including St.
Paul’s Orphanage, Sisters of Mercy Orphans’ Home, St. Paul’s Orphan Asylum,
Sisters of Mercy Orphanage, Diocesan Catholic Orphan Asylum, the Catholic
Orphanage, and St. Gabriel’s Orphanage.

Between 1903-2-1 & 1903-2-13 without any media fanfare, the name changed
from St. Paul’s Orphanage to St. Gabriel’s Orphanage. All newspaper articles
referred to the orphanage as St. Gabriel’s Orphanage after that time frame.

The Sisters of Mercy are also well known for overseeing the Nazareth

Boys’ Home. (See news clips at end of this document.) They were also found
running an orphanage in Georgia about 1875.

http://mcauleynazareth.org/page8.php

McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys, Inc.
77 Mulberry Street
Leicester, MA
01524

Phone: (508) 892-4886
Fax: (508) 892-9736



http://mcauleynazareth.org/page8.php

McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys
A HAVEN FOR HOPE AND STRENGTH FOR TROUBLED YOUTH SINCE 1901.

The McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys, or Nazareth as it is known, had its start in
Worcester, Massachusetts as an orphanage for boys opened by the Sisters of Mercy in
1865 in response to the high mortality rates of young parents in the area. At its height,
the Sisters cared for up to 90 youth. In 1901, the Sisters acquired the Kent Farm in
neighboring Leicester, and the Nazareth Home was established in its new location outside
of the city. The Sisters incorporated Nazareth in 1967 and renamed it the McAuley
Nazareth Home for Boys, Inc. in dedication to their foundress, Mother Catherine McAuley,
for her life-long dedication to and compassion for the poor and forgotten. Nazareth
transitioned from an orphanage in the 1950s and early 1960s to a milieu treatment
center serving troubled youth and their families. This continues to be the heart of
Nazareth’s work to this day.




Mother Catherine McAuley

Nazareth is affiliated with the Catholic Diocese of Worcester with Bishop Robert J.
McManus as corporator sole. Nazareth's current lay staff carry on the Sisters’ mission
and tradition of mercy; to serve, not to be served. Several Sisters, though retired, still
serve on the Board of Directors — former Executive Director Sr. Janet Ballentine, former
Executive Director Sr. Mary Barry, and nurse Sr. Carol Kell. Monsignor Edmond Tinsley,
who gave a lifetime of devotion to Nazareth cultivating its transition from orphanage to
treatment center, passed away in September 2015.

Monsignor Edmond Tinsley

The organization is headed by Executive Director, Kim Paré, who is supported by two (2)
Program Directors, a Director of Education, a Director of Finance & Development, a
Plant/Facilities Manager and two (2) Administrative Assistants. Other staff include an
Assistant Program Director, four full-time Social Workers, thirty-eight Child Care Workers
& Supervisors, two (2) Special Education Teachers, a Registered Nurse, a janitor and a
maintenance staff, as well as a chef.

The five-acre property is situated in a rural setting, surrounded by preservation lands that
are part of the Kettlebrook Reservoir System, and only one to two miles from Routes 9,
56, & 122. There are outdoor play areas, a vegetable & flower garden, an in-ground pool,
and a full-size gymnasium; all which provide ample space for activity, learning, and play.
The grounds are occupied by and shared with Archway Inc., a residential program for
youth & adults with developmental delays. A large, handicap-accessible administration
building includes office space, therapy rooms, classrooms, a small library and a main
kitchen. There are four residences attached to the administration building, one houses
Archway’s Ellen’s Place Program and the other three residences, with a twenty-eight-bed
capacity, house the youth residing at Nazareth.
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The Sisters of Mercy, who have charge of the orphans on High Street, have
“!“ ‘completed negotiations for the purchase from Register of Deeds Danlel
Kent of the old D, Waldo Kent homestead in Leicester, the place to be used
in_the futuré s a summer home for the orphans under the cafe of.the-sls-
ters, The depl been carried through by Cornelius Maher & Bon, and the
deed transferring property will be recorded In a few days. :

The negotiations have been pending for a long time, but it was Hot dntil
Sunday that the sisters were fipully given permission by Bishop Thomas D.
Beaven of Springfieid to purchase the jroperty. After the dedication. exer-
cises at St. Joseph's Church, Sunday, the bishop was driven to the homestead
on Mulherry Street, and he made a careful personal inspection of the proper=
t¥, which he found admirably adapted to the use it was intended for. With

his approval, there was nothing left but to close the bargain, and yester-
day a bond was put up to clese the deal, as soon as the details can be ar-

Tha property Includes 53 acres of land, a well preserved dwelling bousa
of ample proportions, and the usual outbuildings that go with a well kept
farm. The place his been the homestend of the Kents for many years. The
price paid for it is not given, but it is understood to be about $10,000.

The Sisters of Mercy have been looking for such a place for several years,
because the little children in their care need a change of air during the heat-
od t¢rm In summer. There arc now over 9 children in the orphanage, and
they are badly cramped for room. In fact, the city quarters are to be enlarged
terday, und now they will look for a

It is the intention to take the children to thelr new summer home in re-
lays and give them a couple of weeks each In the pure country air. The sisters
have been promised financial assistance by friends of the orphanage when they
were ready to take the step nrade yestetrday, and now they will look for a

fulfliment of those promises,
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“crales Statues of Mary of
Lourdes and Bamadette at the
Home of the Sisters of Mercy

BISHOP OF VERMONT
WAS ALSO PRESENT

Procession Marched From the
Home to the Grotto Where the
gz s Took
Place — The Attendance Was
Large

—Special to The Spy,

Leloester, May 1.—The two statues of
Mary of Lourdes, and of Barnadette,
were dedicated at the home of Sisters
of Merey a1 Leicester by the Rt. Rev.
T. D. Beaven of Springfield, bishop of
this diocese, at 10.30 o’ciock this morn-
ing.

The home at Lelcester is & branch of
the Bt. Gabriel home on High Street,
| Worcester.

More than 150 people from Cherry
Valley, L#tcester and Worcester wit-
nessed the ceremony, and the proces-

elon of Bisters of Mercy, priests and in-
mates of the home. |
* The exercises of today called together
many of the prominent clergymen and |
laymen from about Worcester County,
who are interested in the estabHsh-
ment of a home for unfortunate chil-
dren.

o

The procession was formed in the
large yvard opposite the home. It
was led by a cross bearer, folowed by
two candle bearers, ten boys in neat
suits of gray and 30 girls dressed in
white gowns represented the or-‘

|

phans,

The children were followed by 11
sisters. Then came Bishop Beaven, fol-
lowed by Bishop Michuard of Burling-
ton, Vi, the Very Rev. J. T. Madden,
V. i, of Webster, the Rev. J. F. Han-
selman, 8, J., of Holy Cross College,
the Hev. W. H. Goggan of St. Paul's
Church, Worcester, Rev. D. T. MeGil-
licuddy of St. Stephen’s Chuch. Wor-
ceater, and the Rev. J. F. Redican of
Ledcester.

On the way to the Grotto of Lourdes
at Nagareth the boys and girls sang,
The Litany of the Blessed Virgin.
| After the blessing of the enterance,
| the walk and the Grotte of Lourdes,
| the procession started back to the
home, singing a recessional.

When they arrived at the house they

eang & song to Our Lady of Lourdes.
"The Grotto of Lourdes at Nazareth is
situated in the northeastern art of the
grounds at the corner of Mulberry and
Svivester Streels.
! Dinner was served at 12 o'clocks At
2.3 . m the children of the home gave
an entertainment which consisted of
songs, recitations and a drama. At the
close of the entertainment a chosen
chorus sung “Many Happy Returns of
the Dav.™

1902-05-02_4 Worcester Daily Spy

was requestsd by the mayor to make
arrangements for the reception of the
children of the private and parochial
| 8chools, has recejved acceptances of the
invitations from the =isters in charge|
'of the orphanage on High Street and|
from the sisters in charge of St. John's |
parochial schools. He has turned them
jover to the mayor,

1902-10-15_7 Worcester Daily Spy




ORPHANS PICNICKED
AT THE NAZARETH HOUSE

Tte children of 8t. Gabriel's Orphan-
aze Ob High Strest bad an outing at
the Nzzareth Home in Leicester
day. The Infant of Prague

i

meuum “Re'phy, Mra
pin, 255 8. Waish. M8, O. J. Car-
roll, Drennis Mra M. Pite-
gbon. Two elociric cars were chars
]
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Priests and nuns of many different¥
parishies were {n that proceasion this
morning. Muslec waas by CroabYy's
bhand ot Worcester. Today is the
Feast of the Assumption, and all are
paying homage to the Bleased Lady.
The pligrimage to the ahrine has now

hacome one which, In Catholle elr-
cles, sttracts country-wide attention.
Years ago few bLeside Worcester
county Catholica made the pilgrim-
nge, Later Catholics from many 4if-;
ferent parts of the state, and at the |
=1st annual pligrimage. 1oday, people
cams from many different stales, as
far away, in fact, ax California.
More tkan three quarters of the;
peaple who made the pllgrimage;
walked the entire distance. while the
aged und Infirm. unable to make the,
long trip on foot, were conveyed in .
rmuachines. During the entire march|
| there Is utter stlence. with the excep-:
tlons of the chanting of the hymns |
~and the strains of musle - 1
The grotto is at Nazareth of which
the nuns at St. Gabrlel's orphanage
,»n Migh street ts & branch ‘
The procession wended its way
slowly from £ Joseph’s church to !
sanviiie and Main streets. thence:
down Manville atrest {or a distance
wf ever a mile to Nazareth, the local
atholic orphanage. Upan arrival at
the grotto, which s a reprerentation
of the arlginal Grotto of Our Lady at
lourdes, = mMase wan celebrated by
the Rev. Bernard ‘A. HKerrigan of

Viorence, & tormer youth of thia ;1

towsn. He was assisted by Hev. Wil
“Yiam C. McCaughan, Rev. M. A. K.

_HKelly. Rev. John M. Kenney of St !
{ Anne’s church, Worcester. Rev. An-
(drew Sullivan was masisr of ceremo- !
| niew. The annual sermon was deliv- '
l ared by Rev. Charles L. OFBrien 8 J. i
“wi Pniladelphia. to the thousands
| peated on the clearing about the Grot-

10,000 AT SHRINE .

Annual Pilgrimage to the Grotto of Our Laéy !

-of - Lourdes, Cherry Valley, Attended by
 Hundreds of ‘Catholics From Worcester

B and Surrounding. Towns—All Pay Hom-

Feast of Assumption

(Speciel Correspondence to TIIE GAZETTE)
-. CHERRY VALLEY, Aug. 15—The annual pilgrimage to the
Grotto of Qur Lady of Lourdes at Nazareth, Maavills street, was
today. It is estimated that approximately 10,000 people made the
pilgrimage. Special street cars were detailed from the Gates Lape
barn;, Worcester, to bring Worcester worshipers here.  Autos and
tricks brought hundreds from all over Worcester county and for
iniles outside: Manville street, from Main street to the grotto, was
a living stream of pilgrims from 6 &. 1. 10 6 p. m. teday.
Priests and nuns of many 4if \ et e———

The it of patrons and patronesses
for the concert to he presented At the
North High school auditorium Feb 26
i aid of the St
which
Meres,

Owing to the fact that the Christ-
mas bazar which was planned was not
held and the fact that the Sisters are
need of
their work in caring for the orphans,
1t was decided to start the campalgn
for 2838000 tmmediately and this project

Cathiolic men and women of the city.

R Y h
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Ganhriel Orphanage,
1s conducted by the Sisters of
w11l be announced shortly.

immediate astistanco for

the assiztance of many leading

John D McGann pastor of St,

i 1o of Nazareth. -
1923-08-15_2-2
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age to thé Blessed Lady on Occasion of




Paul's church, 1s honorary chairman or‘
the committec in charge

The new bullding at the orphans’
home at Nazareth, Leicester, which is
being constructed for the accommoda-
tion of the children has been necessi-
tated by the Increase In numbers at the
orphanage ‘There are now 50 boys
located there under the carc of the

1930-02-19_13-1
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Sisters of Mercy. The Holy Cross In-
:trumental club and Philharmonic or-
chestra will assist

The programn for the concert will be
announced shortly,

1930-02-19 13-2
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